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The project titled  'Establishment of a Plant Micro-reserve Network in Cyprus for the 

Conservation of Priority Species and Habitats' (PLANT-NET CY) is implemented under the EU 

LIFE+ programme. Its main objective is to improve the conservation status of four priority  

plant species and two priority habitat types of the EU IŀōƛǘŀǘǎΩ Directive that are found 

exclusively in Cyprus, through the establishment, monitoring and management of a network 

of five Plant Micro-Reserves (PMRs). 

The PMRs approach was initially developed about 15 years ago in Valencia (Spain) and since 

then it  has been successfully implemented in several other areas of Europe. This concept is 

now widely accepted as one of the most effective practices towards the conservation of 

plant diversity in small land plots that are of peak value in terms of plant richness, 

endemism or rarity.  

PMRs are defined as small areas (less than 20 ha), aiming at: protecting selected 

subpopulations/locations/colonies of the rarest, endemic or threatened species, 

establishing a continuously monitored network and attracting scientists, people with special 

interests (i.e. ecotourism), schools and other visitors.  

Five PMRs Network in Cyprus ς Targeted species and habitat types 

Introduction 

PMR 1  
Mitsero Area 

(SCI: CY2000003)  

PMR 2 
Cedar Valley-Kampos 

(SCI: CY2000008) PMR 3 
Cedar Valley-Kampos  

(SCI: CY2000008) 

PMR 4  
Akamas Peninsula 
(pSCI: CY400010)  

PMR 5 
Asgata Area  

(SCI: CY5000007)  
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PMR Species ς Habitat types Area (ha) Population size 

PMR1 *Ophrys kotschyi 2.8 647 (2011 count) 

PMR2 
9390 *Scrub and low forest 

vegetation of Quercus alnifolia 
22.9 - 

PMR3 
*Arabis kennedyae 

15.8 
1202 (2010 count) 

9590 *Cedrus brevifolia forests - 

PMR4 *Centaurea akamantis 17.3 532 (2010 count) 

PMR5 
*Astragalus macrocarpus subsp. 

lefkarensis 
2.7 172 (2011 count) 

More Information ---- www.plantnet.org.cy 

Project 
Partners 

The project is co-funded by the European Commission under the LIFE+ programme 

Main Project Actions 

The Project introduces an integrated approach for the conservation of the targeted species 

and habitat types through: 

�™Monitoring of all environmental parameters affecting the targeted species and their habitats. 

�™Implementation of species/habitat specific in situ conservation actions. 

�™Implementation of complementary ex-situ conservation actions and 

�™Promotion of public awareness and controlled public involvement in the ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ 

conservation activities. 

Detailed mapping of the PMRs 

The maps present the population 

distribution for the targeted species and 

detailed information on the habitat types 

existing within the PMRs 

Monitoring of the PMRs 

Monitoring of the environmental parameters, 

the life-cycle and the biology of the targeted 

species is implemented according to the 

Monitoring Plans, which were elaborated for 

each PMR.  

Provision of water 
 in extreme drought conditions 

Moderate provision of fertilizer  

to increase reproductive success in Astragalus 

macrocarpus subsp. lefkarensis, which presents 

high rates of flower/fruit/seed abortion, 

possibly as a result of the lack of nutrients.  Removal of competitive 
vegetation 

Protection of naturally 
emerging seedlings by 

artificial cover 

Small-scale relief 
modifications to reduce 

erosion 

Hand pollination  

to achieve fruit setting and 

promote sexual reproduction 

in Ophrys kotschyi 

Production of saplings  

to be used in botanical gardens and 

for enriching the natural populations 

Mapping 

Monitoring 

Conservation Measures 

Networking 

The project brings together scientists who have been involved in the 
PMRs approach over the last 15 years to facilitate exchange of scientific 

information and best practices 

PMR Experts Workshop, Nicosia, 04/2011 

Ophrys kotschyi, Mitsero, 03/2011 

Astragalus macrocarpus subsp. lefkarensis, Asgata, 03/2011 

Astragalus macrocarpus subsp. lefkarensis, Asgata, 03/2011 

Astragalus macrocarpus subsp. lefkarensis, Asgata, 03/2011 

Astragalus macrocarpus subsp. lefkarensis, Asgata, 03/2011 
Astragalus macrocarpus subsp. lefkarensis, Asgata, 03/2011 

Arabis kennedyae, Athalassa Botanical Garden, 04/2011 

Ophrys kotschyi, Mitsero, 02/2011 

Meteorological station, Asgata, 02/2011 

Detailed Map of the  
Plant Micro-Reserve of 

*Centaurea akamantis (PMR4) 
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