NEW PLANT SPECIES DESCRIBED RECENTLY FOR THE FLORA OF MENORCA:
THE IMPORTANCE OF NEGLECTED HABITATS

! "#$
$
8 $

% &$
' ( ) * +,,+ &
- 9 . %/( 0$ &

&$

) )#

.
%/( 0$ #(( #12
: ,++( $ ;
< $=8 $

3+ 45++36 7$

Bellium artrutxensis
Rosulate very small annual species usually single stemmed or
just with a few not rooting stolons on vigorous plants. Distribution
range is restricted to a coastal strip in the south-western of the
island. Habitat is characterized by thin sandy calcareous soils
derivate from Quaternary fossil dunes preferably with a stabilized
bryophyte covering. Besides mosses other species growing with
are: Aira cupaniana, Euphorbia nurae, Euphorbia exigua, Filago
gallica, Logfia gallica, Tuberaria praecox, Eva pygmaea, Linum
stellatum, Linum trigynum, Bellis annua, Campanula erinus, etc.
Effectives are counted by thousands and locally this species is
dominant in favourable habitats, thus it is not heavily threatened
now, but its habitat can be easily altered or destroyed through
apparently soft actions like forestation or soil disturbation.
Coronilla montserrratii
Annual species of patent to prostrate growing distributed in the
western part of the island where is locally abundant. Its preferred
habitats are sandy calcareous soils with some content of organic
matter and stabilized, thus it can be found just a few metres from
the coast on vegetated dune systems to the centre-west of the
island where sand fields of coastal origin cover important areas.
Accompanying species can be quite different depending on the
distance to the coast: Helichrysum stoechas, Rumex
bucephalophorus, Coronilla scorpioides, Lagurus ovatus, Avellinia
michelii, Vulpia ciliata, Ononis crispa, Ononis reclinata, etc.
Although not heavily threatened some important populations have
been affected negatively by sand extraction mainly at inland
locations.
Euphorbia nurae

Prostrate annual species widely distributed along coastal areas. It
grows mainly on thin sandy calcareous soils derived from
degradation of Quaternary fossil dunes. Characteristics of this
habitat poses difficulties for the development of woody vegetation
but favours grasses of small mostly annual species like Eva
pygamaea, Filago gallica, Plantago weldenii, Valantia muralis,
Desmazeria marina, Romulea assumptiones, Bupleurum
semicompositum, Bellium artrutxensis, Trifolium scabrum,
Ophioglossum lusitanicum, Bellis annua, etc. At all an habitat with
a high diversity of species with some reminiscences o Isoetes
communities.
Although not a strongly threatened habitat, it has been easily
neglected in several coastal habitats affected by urbanisation due
to its poor visibility.

Polycarpon dunense
A small annual species growing on mobile sands in dune systems
that penetrate inland for some hundreds of meters. There this
plant finds its optimal habitat in delimited patches of not fixed
sands surrounded by bushy vegetation.
Other species found together are Cerastium semidecandrum,
Malcolmia ramosissima, Polycarpon alsinifolium, Senecio
rodriguezii, Arenaria leptoclados and Silene sclerocarpa.
A management issue for this species is the conservation of the
patches of mobile sands where it grows as quite often there is
tendency to fix it by revegetation actions. The reason is that this
habitat sometimes look like a remobilisation of the dune system,
but actual knowledge shows it as an interesting one for plant
conservation.
This four new species described recently from Menorca share some common preferences in habitat and soil characteristics. All of them grow on sandy
calcareous soils but with a different degree of stabilization.
They have in common also that their habitats are easily overlooked as they aren’t easily visible or even can be confused with areas that need restoration
actions.
The finding of these new endemic species show that even non apparent habitats can be of interest for conservation due to their biodiversity.

