EXPERIENCES AND RESULTS OF CONSERVATION OF PLANT SPECIES THROUGH LIFE
NATURE PROJECTS IN MENORCA
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For over ten years three consecutive LIFE Nature projects have been developed in Menorca. These can be considered the most important contribution to the
long-term conservation and management of endangered flora and habitats of the island. The aims and results of these projects are still operative and a
summarized retrospective view is enough to see it.
CONSERVATION OF AREAS WITH ENDANGERED FLORA IN THE ISLAND OF MENORCA (LIFE2000NAT/E/7355)
Control of alien invasive plant species

Elaboration of management plans

Proposal of a plant microreserve network

Eight management plans were elaborated within this LIFE Nature project. All
of them but one are focused on plant species included in the Habitats
Directive. Two of them have been already approved as Recuperation plans
by the regional government of the Balearic Islands: Apium bermejoi and Vicia
bifoliolata. Other plans (Marsilea strigosa, Paeonia cambessedesii, Anthyllis
hystrix) have been partially developed under the new LIFE projects. This
management approach for endangered plants has lead to some important
improvements on the conservation status and the knowledge about these
species.

A proposal of selected sites of floristic interest was made. Some of The
information compiled helped to the elaboration of two new LIFE
proposals.

The eradication of alien invasive plants was a main
objective of the project. Along four years a continuous
work was made to reach this objective. The results and
experiences of these works have been useful not only
for a long term control of invasive plants in the island,
but also have been chosen as a demonstrative case in
this issue.

Evolution about the
knowledge in the
distribution area of
Vicia bifoliolata
since the
elaboration of the
management plan
within the LIFE
project. At first was
only now from
three small areas
(left). Now its
distribution area is
known as a
continuous coastal
band along several
kilometres (right).

CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF MEDITERRANEAN TEMPORARY PONDS IN THE ISLAND OF MENORCA (LIFE05/NAT/ES/000058) LIFE BASSES
Inventory of ponds
An outstanding aspect of Mediterranean temporary ponds is the
exclusiveness of plant associations that depend on this habitat. Although not
especially rich in endemics, many typical species of this habitat have a
narrow distribution with scattered populations. Thus, the inventory of this
habitat in Menorca has been an important contribution to the knowledge of
conservation status of some endangered species.

Floristic surveys
At a more detailed scale, the floristic surveys of every
individual pond have been carried out in order to increase
knowledge about their flora and have revealed the
presence of some species unrecorded in the island or even
in the whole archipelago, and has lead also to the finding of
new populations.

Habitat restoration
The conservation of species can’t be truly consolidated without having in
account the habitat where it grows. Therefore, the restoration or whole
recuperation of temporary ponds should be an useful action for a longterm conservation of some of the most endangered species of the island
and species of European interest like Marsilea strigosa.

RESTORATION OF HABITATS OF PRIORITY SPECIES ON THE ISLAND OF MENORCA (LIFE07NAT/E/000756) LIFE+ RENEIX
Habitats as a guarantee for a long-term conservation
The implementation of this project, which is still ongoing from September
2009, means a consolidation of many objectives of previous projects. It’s not
only a way of keeping working on these objectives but also an improvement
of the experiences and outputs that resulted from them. In this case, the
approach of treatment of habitats as work units requires a multidisciplinary
view.

Consolidation of local and traditional techniques as
management tools

Social awareness as a main keystone for a low cost conservation

After the positive experiences of the LIFE BASSES project
where traditional structures like dry stone walls have showed
useful for the management of habitats, in this project this will
be one of the most important field actions. At the same time
these works can be an important issue of social awareness.
The positive results of these traditional works are already
visible after the half development of this project.

In both previous LIFE Nature projects social awareness has been
approached in different ways. In the first one citizen involvement in
some actions of the project revealed as very efficient but requiring
some premises like availability of space and appropriate works. In the
second one (LIFE BASSES) social awareness campaigns were based
on education and communication activities. The LIFE RENEIX project
proposes a combination of both ways, and therefore the social
awareness activities are among the most important actions.

